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How do we make an impact? 

Three focus areas:  
 

Access to Opportunity: Education & Careers

Better Futures: Two Generation

Reproductive Health Education

$680,000
IN GRANTS 

IN 2017
The Women's Foundation of Mississippi  

awarded $680,000 in 2017 to  

organizations committed to seeing 

Mississippi women thrive.  

 

Fondren, folks! 

In September 2017, the Women's Foundation of 

Mississippi moved into Jackson's bustling Fondren 

neighborhood. We're now located in the Fondren 

Corner Building at 2906 North State Street, Suite 302, 

Jackson, MS 39216.
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Let's talk strategy...
In order to be successful and sustainable for years to come, the Women's 

Foundation of Mississippi completed a strategic planning process for 

2018-2020. The Board of Directors convened for several days to discuss 

plans for the future and refine strategies for success. The strategic map was

approved by the Board on September 26, 2017. 
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In 2017, the Women's Foundation completed a new research report on 

women's access to quality jobs in Mississippi. Read the full research and a 

condensed presentation at www.womensfoundationms.org/resources 

The research, conducted 

by the Institute for 

Women's Policy 

Research, was 

commissioned by the 

Women's Foundation of 

Mississippi and was 

made possible with 

support from the W.K. 

Kellogg Foundation. 

FactNotFiction.com offers teens and their parents an easy way to stay informed about 

sexual health and is aimed at lowering Mississippi's teen pregnancy rate and sexually- 

transmitted infections (STIs).  

650,601 
Likes 

2,711 
Followers 

2,438 
Followers 

80,747 total web visits 
52,249 Mississippi web visits

*The medical information located at FactNotFiction.com is provided in association with 
health professionals at  the University of Mississippi Medical Center and the 

Mississippi State Department of Health. 



We have a new Executive Director 
The Women's Foundation of Mississippi welcomed 

its new Executive Director, Tracy DeVries, on 

January 1, 2017. DeVries joined the Foundation 

following the retirement of the Foundation's first 

Executive Director, Carol Penick, in December of 

2016.  

 

Tracy comes to the Foundation with nearly 20 years 

of non-profit experience. Much of those two decades

has been dedicated to fundraising, program 

management, and organizational development. 
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She previously worked as a fundraiser at Special Olympics International and led the 

corporate and foundation channels at the national headquarters of the American Red 

Cross. In addition to her role in developing mutually beneficial corporate alliances during

her time at Special Olympics, she also oversaw a federal grant to promote social 

inclusion in schools across the United States, worked on providing health programs to 

individuals with intellectual disabilities throughout North America, created a family 

support network, and focused on organizational development through leadership and 

board training and the creation of fundraising plans. 

 

Leaving a legacy of good
Women We Honor, Lois Kennedy Endowment Fund

In 2017, WFM Board member, Donna Barksdale, established the Women We Honor, Lois Kennedy 

Endowment Fund in honor of her late mother. Lois spent her life uplifting women and advocating 

for the issues that matter to them the most.  Many of you have similar stories of your mothers, 

sisters, aunts, grandmothers, daughters, and friends. The establishment of this fund represents a 

tremendous opportunity for philanthropists at all giving levels to invest in the long-term 

sustainability of the Women’s Foundation of Mississippi - while also honoring courageous and 

inspirational women who have made an impact. The Women We Honor, Lois Kennedy Endowment 

Fund will support our organization’s mission long into the future by those inspired by and interested 

in creating a legacy that both honors important women in each of our lives and also impacts 

Mississippi women for years to come. 
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Real impact for women and girls

Developing new leaders

The Women's Foundation of Mississippi, through a partnership with Millsaps College, sent 

three young women to the Mississippi State Capitol to serve as legislative fellows during the

2017 session. They tracked legislation, worked with political caucuses to better understand

the lawmaking process, and developed key skills that will be helpful in their future 

endeavors. Fellows included: Grace McWatters, Kendall Hardy, and Emily Hussey. 

Some reported results are the product of multi-year grants that began in  the  
2016 grants cycle. 

https://bit.ly/2tiAgnT


The Women's Foundation of Mississippi held 

its second SMART Party in February 2017.  

SMART women, SMART initiatives, SMART 

prizes. 
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Events and fundraisers

The Women's Foundation hosted its Women of Vision event and 

annual meeting on October 2, 2017. We raised over $20,000, 

and we honored four visionary Mississippi leaders: Dr. Mary 

Currier, Dr. LouAnn Woodward, Grace P.C. Lee, and Portia 

Ballard Espy (pictured left to right). 



2017 Grantee Map
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2017 Grantees 
 
1. 2nd Chance Mississippi  
2. Delta Health Center 
3. Coahoma Community College 
4. Ecumenical Coalition for Women and Families  
5. East Mississippi Community College 
6. Jones County Junior College 
7. The Exchange Club Family Center 
8. East Central Community College 
9. Magnolia Medical Foundation 
10. Jackson State University 
11. Disability Rights Mississippi 
12. Mississippi State University Social Science Research Center 
13. Northwest MS Community College 
14. Mississippi Center for Justice 
15. Single Stop 
16. Mississippi University for Women 

Key: 

Statewide Impact

2016 Grantees 
 
17. The Children's Defense Fund 
18. Methodist Children's Home 
19. Growing Up Knowing 
20. Copiah-Lincoln Community College 
21. Hinds Community College 
22. Holmes Community College 
23. Meridian Community College 
24. Northeast Mississippi Community College 
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2017 Grantees
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2017 Grantees
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2017 Donors
Anonymous 
Ann and Dale Abadie 
Cassidy Acker 
Kristen Adams 
Marie Adkinson 
Paige Adoue 
Andi Agnew 
Alicia Ainsworth 
Amanda Green Alexander 
Amber Alexander 
Linda Alexander 
Jimmy Allen 
Ivy and Frank Alley 
Elizabeth Allin 
Hailey Allin 
Susan and Vinod Anand 
Ann Anderson 
Gail Anderson 
Nancy L. Anderson 
Paula Graves Ardelean 
Rebecca Sue Armstrong 
Michelle Arney 
Aseye Attipoe 
Barbara Austin 
Tony Bahou 
Melissa Baltz 
Donna and Jim Barksdale 
Marian and Clairborne Barksdale 
 

Blake Case 
Terri and Joey Case 
Brittany Case-Cox 
Daphne Chamberlain 
Marshall Chandler 
Manivanh Chanprasith 
Jasmin Chapman 
Susan Christensen 
Janet Hendrick Clark 
Serena Clark 
Patricia Coggin 
Veronica Cohen 
Emily P. Cole 
Myrna Colley-Lee 
Jean Comley 
Megan and Travis Conner 
Ginger Williams Cook 
LaShron Cooley 
Christopher Cox 
Meredith and James Creekmore 
Frances and Justin Croft 
Gisele Crowe 
Lynn Crystal 
Margaret Oertling Cupples 
Beverly Dale 
Christine Gray Dale 
Deirdre Danahar 
Hursie Davis-Sullivan 
Inglish and Matt DeVoss 10

Gay G. Barnes 
Ann Barnett 
Marion and Claiborne Barnwell 
Brooke Battle 
Catherine Beals 
Patricia Bennett 
Martha Bergmark 
Carol Beidenharn 
Blair Marie Bingham 
Elizabeth and Barber Boone 
Ellen Bordeaux 
Betsy Bradley 
Leanne Brewer 
Talamieka and Charles Brice 
Ruby Bright 
Liz Brister 
Yvonne Brooks 
Kathy Brown 
Felicia Brown-Williams 
Lee Anne Bryan 
Anne Buffington 
Kim Burke 
Kelly Butler 
Elizabeth and Greg Buyan 
Angela Byers 
Hope and Bill Bynum 
Becky Byrd 
Nancy and Roy Campbell 
 

Financials

Our most-recently audited financials can be 
found on our website at: 
www.womensfoundationms.org/resources



Ann Hendrick 
Jane Hiatt 
Rodney Hicks 
Kimberly Hilliard 
Beverly Hogan 
Taylor G. Holland 
Kim Hoover 
Liz Hudson 
Melissa Hutchison 
Brenda Hyde 
Rathi Iyer 
Joyce M. Jackson 
Kathy and Harvey Johnson 
Rita and Larry Johnson 
Elta and Jim Johnston 
Carolyn Jolivette 
Susan Shands Jones 
Willie Jones 
Aurelia Jones-Taylor 
Carolyn Jordan 
Danita Joyner 
Jeanhee Kang 
Jona and James Keeton 
Ashlee Kelly 
Leslie Kennedy 
Adriane Dorsey Kidd 
Kerry King 
Martha Ferris and Kos Kostmayer 
Laura Kuhn 
Judy Lacy 
Linda Lambeth 
Katherine B. Lampton 
Dana Larkin 
Latisha and Tony Latiker 
Grace P.C. and Shinn Lee 
T.W. Lewis 
Michelle Lewis 
Weston Lindemann 
Virgi and Charles Lindsay 
Blythe Lollar 
Jackie Losset 
Celeste Lowery 
Jeanne Luckett 
Maury Lutin 
Jordan Maldonado  
Holly Malone 
Michael Mamata 
Dalre Martin 
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Tracy DeVries 
Joy Dew 
Betsy and Kane Ditto 
Shirley Donelson 
Joyce and Richard Dortch 
Ouida and Wayne Drinkwater 
Susan and Frank Duke 
Amanda Easterling 
Evelyn Edwards 
Tara Ellis 
Jane Emling 
Erick Evans 
Lynn and Owen Evans 
John Fairman 
Lisa Farley 
Emily Feher 
Amy Felder 
Judy Ferguson 
Alyssa Finneyfrock 
Susan Floyd 
Sasha Fogle 
Anne Forbes 
Kate Fouquier 
Ricki Garrett 
Brandi Gatewood 
Nola Gibson 
Nancy C. and Spencer Gilbert 
Sarah Dabney Gillespie 
LaFawn Gilliam 
Susan M. Glisson 
Amy Goff 
Cathy Grace 
Tiffany Graves 
Tray Hairston 
Chellese Hall 
Robin Adams Hall 
Heather Hanna 
Therese and Bill Hanna 
Marla Harbor 
Brittany Rowell-Harbuck 
Natasha N. Hardeman 
Christi Hardy 
Sarah Frances and John Hardy 
Janet Harris 
Susan and Macy Hart 
Katie Hathcock 
Becky Hawkins 
Doris Helmick 
 

 
Gloria H. Martin 
Jamie Planck Martin 
Jan Mattiace 
Natalie Maynor 
Susan McAdory 
Katie McClendon 
David McDowell 
Antionette McKay 
Susan and Pat McNease 
Nora Frances & Vaughan McRae 
Jean and Tim Medley 
Julieta Mendez 
Margaret Middleton 
Morgan Ashley Miller 
Phala Mire 
Nan Moak 
Sally Molpus 
Trudy and Ed Moody 
Sammy Moon 
Jill Morgan 
Hollidae Morrison 
John Morrison 
Diane and David Morse 
Kristen Mullen 
Wendy Mullins 
Virginia T. Munford 
Lesly Gaynor Murray 
Ann Myers 
Susan and Hibbett Neel 
Irene Arguello and Norma Ojeda 
Emily and Thomas O'Beirne 
Kathleen and Ryan O'Beirne 
Jessica Case Olson 
Beth and Steve Orlansky  
Susan Osborne 
Michelle Owens  
John Parker 
Nickie Parker 
Charlotte Parks 
Catherine Patterson 
Elizabeth Payne 
Virginia Peace 
Phoebe and Robert Pearigen 
Ryan Pemberton 
Carol and George Penick 
Swayze Pentecost  
Farish Percy 
Anna and Justin Peterson 
Ashley Peterson 



Eugenia Taylor 
Robin Banck Taylor 
Sandy Temple 
Karnesha Terry 
Susan and Tommy Thames 
Francine Thomas 
Martha Ross Thomas 
Nelma Thomas 
Patricia Thomasson 
Sloan Toler 
Dorothy Triplett 
Patrice Turner 
Patricia and Richard Turner 
Olger Twyner 
Margery Van Meter 
Jeanette Waits 
Lucy Wakeland  
Nell Wall 
Angi Ware 
Shara Warwick 
Laney B. Watkins  
Julian Watson 
Glenn Watts 
Judy Watts  
Eleanor Weaver  
Jennifer Welch 
Sandra West 
Melinda Wheatley 
James Wheaton 
David White 
Virginia Ann J. Whitley 
Amie Whittington 
Judy Wiener 
Kathryn Wiener 
Katrinia Wilks 
Yolanda Williams 
Lester Senter Wilson 
Lynette Wilson 
Leah Wittenberg 
Margaret Wodetzki 
Mary Woodward 
LouAnn Woodward 
Megan Wylie 
Marianne R. Wynn 
MaryAnne Yeager 
Marilyn Young 
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Lessa Phillips 
Susan Phillips 
Philip Potesky 
Barbara Powell 
Gwendolyn and Wesley Prater 
Jeanette Pullen 
Karen Quay 
Linda Raff 
Beverly Ray 
Mona Reddy 
Karen Redhead 
Betty Lou Reeves 
Vonda G. Reeves 
Jennifer Riley-Collins 
Linda Thompson Robertson 
Susan Rockoff 
Martha Rogers 
Lisa Ross 
Harrylyn Sallis 
Jane Sanders 
Jennifer Savell 
Elaine Saxton 
Madeline Saxton 
Julie Schwam-Harris 
Vicki and Kenny Scianna 
Kirsten Seckler 
Ann Jennings Shackelford 
Jessica and Steve Shafer 
John J. Shea 
Dardanella Shenefelt  
Frances Shields  
Adrian and Scott Shipman 
Christine Shirley 
Heidi Shoemake 
Sanjib Shrestha  
Crystal Skelton 
Amy Smith 
Barbara Logan Smith 
Nancy Smith 
Linda Southward 
Erica Speed  
Seetha and Asoka Srinivasan 
Megan Stroud 
Ward Sumner 
Myrtis Tabb 
Carol Taff 
Emily Taff 
Ann Taylor 
 



Corporate Donors 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foundation and Organizational Donors 
Anonymous 

ChemFirst/First Mississippi Corporation Charitable Endowment Fund 

Community Foundation for Mississippi 

Delta Sigma Theta (Jackson Alumnae Chapter) 

Greater Mississippi Combined Federal Campaign 

Hiatt-Ingram Fund of the Community Foundation for Mississippi 

Junior League of Jackson 

Mississippi First 

Suzan and J. H. Thames, Jr. Family Charitable Fund 

The David and Lucile Packard Foundation 

The Eason & Ellen Leake Charitable Foundation 

The Phil Hardin Foundation 

The Walmart Foundation 

Tzedakah Charitable Fund  

W.K. Kellogg Foundation 

2017 Donors
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ASAP Printing 

B and B Group/Merrill Lynch 

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC 

BancorpSouth Bank 

BlueCross BlueShield of Mississippi 

Bradley Law 

Entergy 

Green Oak, LLC 

Jones Walker 

Regions Financial Corporation 

Sanderson Farms 



Susan Anand 
Donna Barksdale 

Inglish DeVoss 
Susan Floyd 

Chellese Hall 
Kim Hoover 

LoRose Hunter

Julie Kuklinksi 
Wendy Mullins 

Alicia Netterville 
Lessa Phillips 
Vonda Reeves 

Heidi Shoemake 
Barbara Logan Smith 

2017 Board of Directors

Chair 

Past Chair Secretary

At LargeTreasurer

Julieta Mendez

Elta Posey Johnston

Kim Burke

Kimberly Hilliard

Susan Phillips Evelyn Edwards

Chair Elect

Staff
 

Tracy DeVries, Executive Director 

Frances Patterson Croft, Director of Strategic Initiatives 

Latisha Latiker, Director of Grant Programming 

Blake Case, Manager of Marketing and Public Awareness 

Kathy Brown, Program Associate 

Anna Peterson, Finance Associate 
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